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SUBJECT: LIBERALS GAIN IN MARCH GALLUP POLL 

REF: OTTAWA 1084 

1 . IF LIBERALS NEEDED ADDED PUSH TO HOLD ELECTIONS IN 
SPRING, THEY LIKELY GOT IT FROM MOST RECENT GALLUP POLL, 
TAKEN IN MARCH. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, LIBERALS ROSE 
TWO POINTS TO 45 PERCENT (LAST POLL WAS CONDUCTED IN 
FEBRUARY), WHILE THE PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVES (PC) 

DROPPED TWO POINTS TO 34 PERCENT. NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
(NDP) REMAINED UNCHANGED AT 17 PERCENT AND UNDECIDEDS ROSE 
FROM 33 TO 38 PERCENT. 

2. COMMENT: PRESUMABLY, TRUDEAU NATIONAL MEDIA EXPOSURE 
AT FIRST MINISTERS CONFERENCE AND LIBERAL CONVENTION, BOTH 
IN FEBRUARY, HAD FAVORABLE IMPACT ON VOTERS. TWO PERCENT 
RISE FOR LIBERALS AND COMMENSURATE DROP FOR TORIES, 
HOWEVER, IS MILDLY SURPRISING TO US IN VIEW OF LIBERAL 
PROBLEMS WITH THE ECONOMY AND IMAGE OF A DRIFTING GOVERN- 
MENT. WE HAD IMPRESSION, MOREOVER, THAT PC LEADER JOE 
CLARK WAS REBOUNDING SOMEWHAT FROM LAST YEAR'S DISASTROUS 
PERSONAL IMAGE AND THAT TORIES WERE PROFITTING, AGAIN 
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SOMEWHAT, FROM LIBERAL MISFORTUNE. DESPITE POLL'S EN- 
COURAGEMENT FOR LIBERALS, BIG RISE IN UNDECIDEDS DEMON- 
STRATES THAT CANADIANS IN DROVES ARE TURNED ON BY NO MAJOR 
PARTY. WHERE THEY GO COULD BE IMPORTANT SWING FACTOR IN 
ELECTION. DUEMLING 
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